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“We don’t discriminate. You never 
know what people are going through.”
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DJ HAS BEENDJ HAS BEEN OUROUR journalistic North 
Star since WORD’s first issue in Spring 
2008. You could not spend time at 
WORD without encountering DJ’s fevered 
embrace of the ethics and standards of 
journalism. Ever-aware of the nuances of 
these principles, he wove them into our 
regular debates over the contents of an 
issue. When we found ourselves up against 
a tough journalistic dilemma, the cry 
would go out, “DJ! Help us DJ!” Whether 
it was a story about growing pot to pay 
tuition, having sober sex, or merkins, DJ 
deftly posed important questions; helping 
WORD students compose more complex, 
relevant, nuanced, and quirky articles.

WORD benefitted from his professional 
connections as he arranged and moderated 
presentations by eminent journalists, 
designers, photographers, and publishers 
and we were doubly grateful when one 
of these encounters led to an off-campus 
internship. We followed the stories of his 
own career as an award-winning journalist, 
listening for the wisdom entwined in his 
past experiences conducting interviews, 
writing challenging stories, and attending 
tense meetings with his own editors. We 
witnessed his heartfelt compassion for the 
student who was afraid that they’d never 
be able to suss out their own creative voice 
or future career path. We saw him light up 
when a student editor landed a place in a 
challenging Journalism program.

Lest you think DJ was perfection, he did 
let his puppy pee on our meeting room 
floor—but only once.

So how can we say goodbye to this 
nearly perfect advisor who is leaving us. 
Dare we violate the code of fairness and 
impartiality and beg him not to retire? 
Probably not, but we can wish him more 
DJ-esque adventures and take pleasure 
in having worked with him, knowing that 
our magazine will carry fifteen years of his 
stellar influence into the future.








